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May 14, 2020 
 
 
Subject: Christian Convictions 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 
 
Our Culture and Society are looking for real and trustworthy answers amid the COVID-19 crisis. Like many 
people, I have been working from home and sheltering in place to the best of my ability – especially since 
my own immune system is seriously compromised due to infusion treatments that I receive due to Crohns 
Disease.  (My last CTSCAN showed at least 8 inches of my small  intestine seriously compromised.) 
 
As I have watched, listened, read and waited for “answers” to come from various Leadership Resources, it 
has become obvious that the following old cliché is no longer relevant:   
 

“There are two sides to every coin.” 
 
A new version of that cliché is now far more accurate: 
 

“Every Rubik’s Cube has Six Sides.” 
 
Every side of the Rubik’s Cube has elements of Truth, Half Truths and Un-Truths.  About the time you 
choose 1 of the 6 sides – the Cube is twisted – and you end up with another whole set of answers or 
propositions.  This is an accurate description of what we have seen and experienced over the past 9 weeks.  
Statements, Truths and Guidelines have changed more rapidly than one can keep up with.  Always multiple 
times a week, and many times multiple times a day. 
 
Now, the result of 9 weeks of shutting down our Communities, States and Nation – except for “Essential 
Services” – among other things - has created a National Financial Crisis that will not be easy to recover 
from.  Thousands of individuals and families are suffering from being unemployed (at last report 36.5 
million people or 14.7+ %), without any source of income and facing deep financial challenges.  Even the 
“Unlimited Financial Resources” of our Government will not be able to affect a quick and effective cure. 
 
That is only one result of the things that we are seeing.  States are making up completely different rules and 
guidelines as to how their communities can operate.  Federal Judges and State Supreme Courts are 
overturning Governor’s and Legislature’s decisions.  A restless public is growing more restless every day.  
In short, great divisions are being formed – and they will only get worse the longer this serious pandemic 
is with us. 
 
The Church – Body of Christ – is not immune from these divisions.  As Pastors, Laymen and Church Bodies 
struggle to find their place or position on the issue of churches being closed or opened – a line is being 
drawn in the sand for “well meaning” Christians.  Either you are “Christian” because you support opening 
churches, or you are “Christian” because you support submitting to those in authority over you. 
 
The result is that we are seeing pastors and laymen quoting every possible scripture in the “Good Book.”  
In some sense it is becoming a “spiritual debate” to see who knows the best or right scripture for the 
moment.  Some using scripture properly – some using scripture to support their own misguided opinions.  
This kind of “spiritual debate” is not helpful, it is not an exercise in godliness – it is divisive.  Much akin 
to Satan’s conversations with Christ during the 40day Wilderness Temptation. 
 



 
With all of this being said, I draw our attention to the life story of a well-known American.  This American 
had many more failures in life than successes – as noted below: 

• 1831 - Lost his job 
• 1832 - Defeated in run for Illinois State Legislature 
• 1833 - Failed in business 
• 1835 - Sweetheart died  
• 1836 - Had nervous breakdown  
• 1838 - Defeated in run for Illinois House Speaker  
• 1843 - Defeated in run for nomination for U.S. Congress  
• 1848 - Lost re-nomination 
• 1849 - Rejected for land officer position  
• 1854 - Defeated in run for U.S. Senate  
• 1856 - Defeated in run for nomination for Vice President 
• 1858 - Again defeated in run for U.S. Senate  

It is this same American who gave us the following quote: 

 “If I tried to read, much less answer, all the criticisms of me, and all the attacks leveled 
 against me, this office would have to be closed for all other business.  I do the best I  
 know how, the very best I can.  And I mean to keep on doing this, down to the very end. 
 If the end brings me out all wrong, ten angels swearing I had been right would make no 
 difference.  If the end brings me out all right, then what is said against me now will not 
 amount to anything.” 
 
Yes, you probably already know, this American is President Abraham Lincoln.  He was elected as our 16th 
President in 1860 and was one of the greatest presidents that America has ever had.  President Lincoln knew 
better than any other person the Personal Cost & National Dilemma that came with the struggle, turmoil, 
stress and quandary of Social Unrest.  Guiding our Nation through the Civil War & Abolition of Slavery, 
President Lincoln gave his life for the Country he served and so much loved. 
 
 
So where does this bring us?  I have honestly tried to listen to all the sides of Rubik’s Cube on the issue 
before us.  In fact, I refuse to allow myself to be exposed to only one side or narrative.   
 
As the weeks go on, the line in the sand concerning the Church’s Essential Need to be open for Public 
Worship will become more distinctive and strong.  This is placing Pastors, Laymen and Church Families 
in the position of having to make difficult decisions – based upon their Personal Christian Convictions.   
 
Should any decision be made in haste or with callous carelessness?  Absolutely not!  Should any decision 
be made without taking the safety of others into consideration?  Absolutely not!   
 
In light of the 6 sides of the Rubik’s cube, each decision is going to have to be made by Personal Christian 
Convictions.  They will be “Right” for some and “Wrong” for others.  But the decisions to re-open the 
Church for Public Worship  must be made in keeping with proper, basic & reasonable “Social Safety 
Practices & Social Distancing.”  Nothing short of due diligence can be acceptable. 
 
To that end, it is our commitment “to do the very best we know, the very best we can.”  We will go forward, 
making adjustments as necessary.  Celebrating Our Victories – Learning from Our Shortfalls. 
 
 
Pastor Fred 


